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Title: MO2D04-A: Camera trapping to assess large mammal populations in Amazonia.
Keywords: Ecology; habitat; rainforest; populations; density dependent; predator prey; ecological sampling; statistical testing; chi-squared; climate change; data handling
Mathematical skills: Graph drawing, percentage calculations and simple data analysis. _________________________________________________________________________ Camera traps placed along transect lines in the Pacaya Samiria Nature Reserve in Amazonia are used for two main purposes; 1. To determine which species are present in the forest, and, 2. To calculate the sizes of different mammalian populations. Such remote surveying techniques are essential for understanding the abundance of those animals rarely seen by observers on walking transects, either because they are principally nocturnal, or because they are well camouflaged and can sense approaching observers and evade detection. 
Between the months of June and August in 2009 and 2011, forty camera traps were setup in pairs on either side of established trails. Mammals with unique markings, such as the coat patterns of jaguars, can be easily identified from the footage taken by these cameras. The relative changes in the counts of camera trap images of different species can be used to establish how populations are faring from year to year. Over 3000 images were captured by the cameras during 2009 and 2011.
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Camera traps in situ on trees in the Pacaya Samiria Reserve
Data from these traps records the number of red brocket deer and ocelot that were present in the reserve between 2009 and 2011.
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Red brocket deer, Mazama americana (left) are forest ungulates found throughout the lowlands of the Amazon basin. They are strictly herbivorous, browsing on leaves, twigs and flowers, grazing on grasses and foraging on fallen fruits and seeds. Most active at dawn and dusk, the red brocket deer are solitary animals that inhabit dense forest undergrowth. As potential prey for large cats such as jaguar and puma, red brocket deer are also wary creatures and so are rarely seen by observers walking along transects.  
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The ocelot, Leopardus pardalis (right), is a predominantly nocturnal solitary predator which often spends the daylight hours asleep out of sight in trees, again making direct observations difficult. Similar in appearance to a domestic cat but roughly twice the size, ocelot use vision, hearing and scent to hunt their prey, which consists mainly of small mammals such as rodents but that can also include birds, lizards, frogs, turtles, crabs, and fish.  
The data:

Red brocket deer (Mazama americana):
	Year
	No. captures
	No. trap days
	No. captures / 1000 days

	2009
	72
	1980
	36.36

	2011
	27
	1411
	19.14


Ocelot (Leopardus pardalis):

	Year
	No. captures
	No. trap days
	No. captures / 1000 days

	2009
	18
	1980
	9.09

	2011
	77
	1411
	54.57


Tasks and questions:
1. Plot suitable graphs (or graph) to show how the number of these animals have changed over time. 









2. Have the deer increased or declined and by what percentage? 




3. Have the ocelot numbers increased or declined and by what percentage? 


4. In 2010 water levels in the Peruvian Amazon fluctuated by 10 metres over the year with water levels at their highest ever and only 2% of the land in the reserve remained unflooded. Suggest why this may help to explain your previous observations?
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