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The Beech Marten (Martes foina), also sometimes known as the Stone Marten, is a medium-sized 

Mustelid found across much of Europe and temperate Asia, with large populations occurring in 

Croatia. It is a highly adaptable, generalist species which occurs in a wide range of habitats, including 

open grasslands, forested habitats and in close proximity to villages. Beech Martens are the most 

common carnivore in Krka National Park and possess an omnivorous diet which includes seeds, 

insects and small rodents. The fairly high abundance of the species here gives students a fantastic 

opportunity to explore the environmental drivers governing the distribution of this species in Krka, 

determining why it occurs as greater frequency in some parts of the Park compared to others, 

examine and how they have adapted their feeding niches in order to co-exist successfully with the 

other mammalian meso-carnivores found in Krka, such as the Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) 

Students taking this option could calculate the densities of Beech Marten within Krka using data 

from direct sightings, camera trap surveys, and scat records. They could also examine how this 

density varies in different parts of the Park, and how this density compares with distribution 

patterns in other mesocarnivores such as the Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) (using similar methods to 

determine distribution patterns in these other carnivore species.  

Projects could also compare their demographic dataset on Beech Marten populations with habitat 

variables to examine how habitat type determines Beech Marten densities, as well as proximity to 

landscape features such as waterways, ponds and agricultural lands. The project could also include a 

detailed examination of the collected scat in order to identify and quantify consumed seeds, insects 

and rodents. Additionally, niche modelling on a landscape scale could provide information on the 

overall distribution of the Beech Marten within Krka National Park. 
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