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Hermann’s Tortoise (Testudo hermanni) was formerly widespread throughout the Western and
Central Mediterranean basin, but habitat loss and direct exploitation for the pet trade has led to its
extirpation from much of its range. It is considered by the IUCN to be Near-Threatened globally, and
is classified as a Data-deficient Natura 2000 species (indicating further research needs to be
conducted on the remaining European population). Croatia (including the grassland and scrub
habitats of Krka National Park) remains an important stronghold for T. hermanni, although very little
research has been completed regarding the demographics of the species here. Obtaining a better
understanding of the population size of Hermann’s Tortoise in Krka, the age and sex structure of this
population, and how it is distributed across different habitats within the Park, would allow for a
better appreciation of how important the site is for the species, and how best to manage it.

Students taking this option will work alongside an experienced herpetologist, and will complete line
transects and timed searches for T. hermanni in the grassland and scrub habitats of Krka National
Park. All Tortoises encountered will have their GPS location noted, and will then be returned to a
processing station where they will be aged, sexed, and have morphometric measurements taken
(carapace length, plastron length, weight, etc). These tortoises will then be given a unique mark by
clipping their marginal scute scales in a defined pattern, allow for Mark-release-recapture analysis to
be completed, and then released at the same site of capture.

The data sourced on this project will allow students to estimate the total T. hermanni population in
Krka, describe how population density is stratified between different habitats, and determine the
age structure of the Tortoise community here. This information can then be used to evaluate the
importance of the National Park for this globally Near-threatened species, determine key areas of
the Park which are particularly important for T. hermanni, and source broad ecological data on this
relatively poorly-studied species.
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